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In response to the extraordinary crisis situation due to the pandemic of COVID-19 

(Coronavirus), GERMANY has agreed to a temporary and limited relaxation of 

the enforcement of driving and rest times for the drivers of vehicles transporting 

ESSENTIAL GOODS such as food, medicine, medical protective equipment 

and fuels. This relaxation is granted pursuant to Article 14(2) of Regulation (EC) 

No 561/2006 and the purpose of this document is to notify the Commission 

accordingly. 

This temporary relaxation applies from 18/03/2020 and will run until 17/04/2020.  

GERMANY has made it clear that driver and road safety must not be 

compromised. Drivers should not be expected to drive whilst tired - employers 

remain responsible for the health and safety of their employees and other road 

users.   

For the above-mentioned category of drivers, the following provisions will be 

temporarily relaxed as follows:   

- Derogation to Article 6(1) of Regulation 561/2006: extension of the daily 
driving time limit to 10 hours no more than five times a week;  
 

- Derogation to Article 8(6) of Regulation 561/2006: possibility of taking two 
consecutive reduced weekly rest periods provided that the driver takes at least 

four weekly rest periods for four consecutive weeks, of which at least two shall 
be regular weekly rest periods. When two reduced weekly rest periods have 
been taken successively, the compensation for these two reduced weekly rest 
periods should be taken before the following rest period.  
 

 

The temporary relaxation of the rules described above reflects the exceptional 

circumstances stemming from the COVID-19 outbreak. The derogation may be 

used only on condition that the use of the derogation does not adversely affect road 

safety. In particular, before embarking on a journey, it shall be checked whether 

the driver is able to carry out the intended carriage.  

  

 


